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experience, and surely the patient should make as large a
return as possible to the consultant. One of the aims of this
committee is to ensure such a result. This committee is
told that it is not always easy, neither is it desirable, that
a general practitioner should, whenever he desires his patient
t.o see a consultant, place himself under an obligation to
such consultant, and if under the circumstances indicated
an obligation is imposed, it is suggested it would be better
for the same patient to see the same consultant by means of
this committee and transfer the obligation from the general
practitioner to this committee. It is perhaps using too wide
an expression to say that a consultant would be putting him-
self into the hands of this committee were he to see patients
recommended by the committee, for the plan adopted
leaves the choice of the consultant entirely with the patient
and his medical attendant, and every time a consultant sees
a patient recommended by this committee he is specially
asked so to do and can, of course, refuse or comply with
such request; but in order that such patient may have as
large a choice as possible and in order that it may not be

suggested that the committee desires to further the interest of
any special consultant or consultants, the committee has
asked practically all the London consultants to see patients
whom it has recommended. A large number of consultants
to whom the circular letter was recently sent have sent

replies, some consenting to see patients, others declining,
and the refusals have (with two exceptions only) been most
courteous and in numerous instances the objects of the
committee have been approved in a most encouraging
manner.

It is, ,o,f course, only natural that many (more particularly
the junior) consultants, before complying with the request
made by this committee will await the decision of, their
seniors and particularly of those in whom the governing
power of the two great medical colleges is vested ; and such
being the case it is hoped that such decision may be based
and given not upon any defect in the details of the scheme
that may be readily cured, but upon the main objects of the
scheme as disclosed in the circular, and that such decision
may strengthen the hands of the committee and bring to the
aid of that class of people to which I have already referred,
the inestimable benefit of the services of the consultant in
such a manner that the patient willing and able to pay
something has the satisfaction of knowing that he has to
the extent of his means recognised (although possibly not
discharged) his liability to the medical or surgical expert of
whose services he has availed himself.

I am, Sirs, your obedient servant,
S. GISSING SKELTON, Hon. Sec. ,

27, Lincoln’s Inr-fields, W.C., June 27th, lE98. ’

S. GISSING SKELTON, Hon. Sec.

A CORRECTION.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Permit me to draw your attention to a printer’s 
I’

error in the report of my speech delivered at the dinner of
the Indian Medical Service. The mortality stated on

line 17, page 1769, col. 2, in THE LANCET of June 25th,
should be 0’4, and not 4, per cent.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
June 24th, 1898. J. JAMESON.J. JAMESON.

THE SCHOOL BOARD FOR LONDON.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-It is sincerely to be hoped that no medical gentle-
men will offer themselves for the lectureships on ’’ First
Aid " and " Nursing " for the evening continuation schools
of this Board. The object is apparently to cut the ground
from under the ambulance department of the Order of
St. John of Jerusalem and to get the work done at a lower
cost. Truly the time of a medical man must be reckoned
at a very low value to offer a fee of half-a-guinea for
a lecture of two hours’ duration. The medical officer of
the School Board for London has, I should think, not been
consulted in the matter, or if he has, he must have a very
peculiar idea as to the amount of remuneration which pro-
fessional services demand.

I am, Sirs, yonrs obediently.
June 27th J89F. F.R.C.S.

"THE ALLEGED DEARTH OF QUALIFIED
ASSISTANTS."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;Permit me to say a word or two on the assistants’’

side of this question. I and others have advertised for
assistancies and certainly our replies do not show that
assistants are greatly in demand. One man offers me &pound;60
per annum indoor; another would engage me at a fairly
good salary if I were not a few pounds too heavy for his.
horse to carry; another wants a married man, as if
on the usual salary offered a man in his senses dare

marry ; another still wants a single man ; one offers an
unfurnished house, which naturally suggests that he wants
a man who has been an assistant before and will always
continue to be an assistant; and another ofters a small salary
with a view to share in the practice after a certain proba-
tion (and if no agreement is made at first he is often found.
unsuitable at the end of his probation). Nothing much is said
about the main question-whether the man is able to practise
his profession intelligently. Again, I was tempted with the
offer of &130 " out" with commission. On inquiry I found
that the annual commission amounted to a little over .63. I
have been told also by several gentlemen that they were com-
pelled to engage qualified men on account of the action of
the General Medical Council, otherwise they would not on
any account employ qualified assistants. I think the main

question is one of remuneration, as with the present salaries.
a man may spend his life as an assistant unless he has means
or influence besides. In any case he usually spends the best
part of his working life for the benefit of others. I enclose-
name and address, not for publication.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
June 21st, 1898. 

________ 

M.D., M.CH.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;I am one of those who appreciate the action of the-

General Medical Council in doing away with unqualified
assistants. These latter, whether married or single, knew
perfectly such would come to pass and should have been
prepared for the inevitable either by getting qualified or-

seeking other employment. As has often been suggested, the-
General Medical Council should go further and put down
quackery (herbalists and bone-setters) and prescribing
chemists.

I agree with " M.A. Cantab., &c.," that tempting salaries.
offered by principals are very few indeed. I once got a.

situation having a tempting salary as I thought, but I found
the work not very tempting-in fact, slavery night and day.
My experience of principals is that they are as a general rule-
very selfish. When one applies for an assistancy he has to
give references and testimonials as to character, &c., but is
not to expect anything of that nature from the principal
either as to himself or his wife, who sometimes " rules the-
roost," and regards the assistant as a " bottle-washer."’
The qualified assistant if he is expected to do his work in an
efficient manner must be made comfortable in every sense of
the term and neither have, as I have had, caterpillars cooked
among his vegetables nor flies served among his beer; &c. I
was in another situation where my sitting-room was the-
consulting-room, where many rough and dirty patients left
their trace behind them, and the same butcher-meat appeared
day after day till at last it appeared with the ribs exposed
like the hulk of an old wreck one has seen thrown upon the
beach. Yet, forsooth, this may be one of the principals who.
cannot get an assistant either through friends or agents. I
likewise would like to see the position of qualified assistants
improved-in fact, a unity among them by which they would
be enabled to know about principals, &c., for they as a class
have a great deal to endure.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
June 29th, 1898. AN ASSISTANT.

SPANISH MILITARY MEDICAL SERVICES.
(FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

THERE is nothing new in the idea of creating a laboratory-
for the manufacture by the State of the drugs, &c., needed

by the army. A decree to that effect was issued during the
reign of Philip V. It bears the date of 1737 and such a.


